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Getting Into a Groove

For most soldiers within the 9th Engineers, it has
now been over a month since departing from home
station.  Nearly all would agree the first month
downrange in Kosovo has been fast-pace to say the
least.  Yet, now as we find ourselves half way
through the month of June, we are definitely getting
settling in.  The Gilas have found their rhythm.

Alpha and Charlie companies continue to
rotate between Duty and Mission Company.  While
the Duty Company must perform force protection
missions, the Mission Company epitomizes the
theme of the military battle drill, “react to contact.”
The number of missions never seems to decrease;
therefore the need for the task force to remain
flexible remains critical.  Yet, in spite of the high
optempo, soldiers in the Gila Task Force continue
to impress all outside observers.

Equally impressive is the constant construc-
tion missions that our attached Combat Heavy
Company, A/94, executes day-in, day-out.  Every-
day the Warriors have missions outside the gates of
our beloved Camp Bondsteel, providing critical
engineer construction assets to Multi-National
Brigade East.  1LT Ridenour has assumed com-
mand A/94’s detachment since the departure of
CPT Figlioli (he will return later in July).  A/94
continues to impress traditional 9E units with their
professionalism and tremendous work ethic.

Hats off to our EOD (Explosive Ordnance
Disposal) brethren as well.  As you can read on
their page in this issue, EOD has kept up an amaz-
ing pace of responses.  Everyday they venture
outside of the gates to ensure military personnel
and the civilian population remains safe, and free
from explosives.

Lastly, don’t forget our Engineer/Infantry
soldiers in Bravo Company.  Each day they ensure

the streets of Gnjlane remain safe and secure.
Everyday, more and more, they come closer to
resembling bounty hunters in the old west, con-
stantly bringing in the less than desirables of the
community.

Another week goes by and the soldiers of
the Gila battalion continue to excel.  We miss our
families and friends, but we remain determine to
finish our mission.

The sun sets on another day at Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo
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HHC/9E:  Headhunters

Every successful mission has a plan, a point
of initiation. Often the soldiers who play a part in
the plan are forgotten. The soldiers of the S3
platoon have hit the ground running and done
extraordinary things for the battalion.  They have
mastered complex systems such as C2PC and BDI
used to track vehicles out in sector, and they
continuously provide professional support to the
battalion by managing several intricate systems
inside the TOC.  They are also called upon to give
briefings, disseminate information, track events on
the map, manage land and ammo requirements, and
handle the battalion’s reporting and radio communi-
cations.  These soldiers pull a 10-hour shift daily,
seven days a week!  Much of their limited down
time is devoted to physical training and it shows in
their fitness level and also in their motivation to
continue providing outstanding support to the
battalion.  One of the week’s highlights was SSG
Hall’s reenlistment.

Some of our HHC soldiers work about 400
meters away in the Task Force Falcon TOC.  They
are the Assistant Task Force Falcon Engineer
(ATFFE) section.  They often work 12-14 hours in
a day in their efforts to keep the entire task force
updated on mine locations and running the Mine
Action Center.  Leading the section are CPT
Simpson and SFC Scurrey with SSG Johnson as the
operations sergeant.  SSG Robinson and SSG Bass
run the Mine Action Center, and Specialists
Christensen and Minyard, and PFC Spurling keep
the place running by fulfilling their roles as RTOs
and drivers.

CPT Simpson reenlisting SSG Hall

Throughout the company, soldiers and
leaders have been making good things happen.
Support Platoon emplaced some traffic barriers
along a badly damaged section of a critical supply
route ensuring that no military or civilian vehicles
crash because of the damage.  Our medics have
begun an intensive training program in preparation
for the challenging EFMB course later this summer.
Our supply section continues to work tirelessly as
new tasks are always “popping up”.  PFC Ramirez
had the privilege of receiving a courtesy physical
security inspection of her arms room.  It was a big
deal since the inspector has written the army’s
physical security manuals and all of the other
armorers in the battalion were in attendance.  Of
course it went well and now we have a big head
start preparing for the real inspection.

The consensus is that “time is flying by”.
This is just one more evidence that everyone is busy
doing good things and having fun.
HEADHUNTERS!!!
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A/9E:  Breach Hell!

1st Platoon continued guard duty this week.
PFC Jefferson and SPC Lawson received coins for
excellent performance on guard.  SSG Crow
received a coin from CG Lute for taking care of his
soldiers on guard at gate 3.  On Thursday night, a
local TV station interviewed 2LT Dunker and SFC
Agmata.  1st Platoon begins their training cycle on
17 JUN 02.

9 June, 2nd Platoon had a Going-Away Party
for SPC McKennie who will ETS in September.
SPC McKennie returned to Schweinfurt 10 June
02.  SPC McKennie served three years in the 9th EN
BN.  He was a valuable asset to 2nd Platoon and
will be missed.  SPC McKennie plans on returning
home to New Orleans, LA and starting college in
the fall.

The Dirty Deuce raises a toast for SPC McKennie

SPCs Saravia and Doak take a much needed break as PVT Luera
finishes up working on a HMMWV

The majority of 3rd platoon continued
keeping Camp Bondsteel safe where PFC Clark
received a coin from DivArty CSM for outstanding
knowledge of his guard duties.  SGT Walker and
SPC Culshaw remained off the guard shift but have
done an outstanding job with Command Mainte-
nance for the whole platoon making several ve-
hicles ready to conduct missions in the future.

SPC Edwards works hard to order parts so A Co mechanics can keep
the fleet rolling

Headquarters platoon continued the daily
operations of keeping all of the balls rolling.  The
maintenance section, led by SSG Courchesne,
continues to do excellent work, leading the battal-
ion in operational readiness.  SPC Letcher, the
company armorer, is doing an outstanding job
keeping the company weapons, radios, and night
vision equipment fully operational.  He is closing in
on his goal of 100% operational for all three cat-
egories of equipment, which hasn’t been accom-
plished in the battalion in recent history.



TASK FORCE 9TH ENGINEER (C)

B/9E:  Outlaws

This week was a well deserved quiet week
for the Outlaws.  We were able to take advantage
of the quiet time to do a little training.  3rd Platoon,
formally A&O Platoon,  marched approximately 6
miles with fully loaded rucksacks and then fired
their weapons on a local range.  They shot amaz-
ingly well after the march.  1st Platoon also did a
little training, they decided to take a couple of
Blackhawks for a ride in order to perform recon-
naissance on the Task Force 1-77 sector.  Second
platoon had their share of fun by escorting dignitar-
ies around our beautiful city.  Gnjilane ranks up
there with the Paris for visitors.  We had the honor
to escort a Marine Corps General, a British Gen-
eral, and an American General.  Some soldiers had
the rare privilege of meeting a WWII Medal of
Honor Recipient.  We are proud to announce that
Private Lewis won the TF 1-77 soldier of the
month board, and that SGT Walker, SGT Phinn,
SPC Adler and SPC Bladow are now promo table.
Many more are preparing to go to future boards.
Tomorrow many or our soldiers are receiving
awards for their outstanding support to TF 1-26.
The Outlaws are shining in Kosovo.
God bless,
CPT Bill Lash

1LT Thompson, SPC Thompson, and 1LT Strom (from left to right)
made new friends while patrolling near the Roma allies. They were
showing 1LT Thompson around Gnjilane, orientating him to the city
and giving him an idea of what to expect while in the city.

SGT Bosomworth briefs BG Combest about the current situation in
Gnjilane prior to escorting him through the city.
He was visiting for an initial leader’s recon for the next in coming 4
bravo rotation.

1SG Williams dismounts the UH-60 Black Hawk after an air
reconnaissance mission with 1st Platoon. The mission was to observe
the best route of approach for the Quick Reaction Force in Outlaw
sector.
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C/9E:  Dawgs of War

The Dawgs of War serve as the Multi National
Brigade (East) (MNB(E)) Quick Reaction Force (QRF) this
week.  A&O Platoon continued to fulfill its role as the
emergency contingency force for the Brigade and was ready
at a moment’s notice to deploy by wheeled, tracked vehicle
or aircraft into a number of potentially unstable situations.
Throughout the week they trained and honed their skills to
remain versatile and effective for any situation.  They were

Interpreter “Magic” looks on as SGT Sanchez inspects a civilian

deployed twice by helicopter to train on checkpoint opera-
tions and riot control.
  First Platoon continued their duties as the “mission
platoon” and participated in a recent multinational cordon
and search operation in the city of Urosavac/ Ferazaj.  They
coordinated with the Greek 501 BN to operate checkpoints
that on the eastern part of the city.  In one day, they searched
approximately one hundred vehicles for illegal weapons and
contraband.  The show of force indicated the ability of the
US and other nations to work together effectively anywhere
and anytime in Kosovo.  SSG Villanueva worked with the
Military Police on another mission to uncover a cache of
illegal armaments in an abandoned village.
  Although Second Platoon focused on training this week,
they had to prove their resourcefulness as mission require-
ments increased.  They operated as a support element for
both the A&O and First Platoons for the QRF and check-
point missions.  This added duty put constraints on their
training schedule yet they were able to adapt and train their
soldiers effectively.

During the week 2nd Platoon trained on a variety of
QRF tasks as well as common soldiers skills and driver’s
training.  All in all the company did extremely well in
balancing an ambitious training cycle and a rigorous
mission requirement.

PV2 Scarduzio ensures the security of the check point site

SPC Tuthill was promoted to Corporal and won NCO of the
Quarter, advancing both his own career as well as the proud
lineage of young Charlie Company NCO’s.
  On the 4th of June, 1SG Watson ended his long years of
service with Charlie Company and sadly left to head back to
Germany and then onto Fort Hood.  SFC Rodriguez stepped
up to fill his shoes in the interim.  SPC Tucker returned to
Central Region in order to witness the birth of his child and
support his wife Heather.
Dawg 6

1st Platoon and the Greeks construct an unexploded ordnance pit
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A/94E:  Warriors

A/94th received their first taste of Kosovo
politics this past week.  In an attempt to alleviate
many of the questions regarding the ROUTE LION
Bypass project, A/94th held a pre-construction
briefing on site at the ROUTE LION Polish/
Ukraine checkpoint.  A/94th coordinated the meet-
ing through the 9E S-3, and the briefing was given
by the Construction Platoon Leader, 1LT James
Beaulieu.  Attendees at the briefing included LTC
Idlet, the POL/UKR Battalion Civil Affairs Liaison,
the POL/UKR Battalion Deputy Commander, the
TMK Commander, and various representatives
from 9E.  The goal of this briefing was to finalize
the plan for construction of the bypass and to
ensure all parties involved know the key dates and
critical issues surrounding the upcoming project.

The briefing, given by 1LT Beaulieu, lasted
approximately 30 minutes. It proved to be quite
interesting due to the language barriers between the
TMK, the POL/UKR Deputy Commander, and 1LT
Beaulieu.  The briefing was successfully completed,
with all parties satisfied, and was followed by a
walk-through of the project site.

The walk through of the site was very
informative and educational.  The walk through
provided a forum for all parties involved to identify
the necessity of the upcoming construction.  It also
gave the units an opportunity to interact with the
civilians.  This interaction allowed the villagers to
voice opinions regarding upcoming construction.
Needless to say, the civilians are very animated
about the construction and are willing to support
KFOR in their efforts.  The next few weeks will
prove to be critical in the road construction as the
ROUTE LION Bypass plans continue to be final-
ized.  Whenever finalized, A/94th will be ready to
construct!

1LT Beaulieu gives his pre-construction briefing
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        737th EOD

Aftershock 737 continues to conduct all
missions assigned providing excellent support to
entire MNB (E) sector.  737 conducted 12 incidents
this week and provided support to 4 search mis-
sions to find weapons and explosives caches.  On
June 11, SSG Hood also re-enlisted for 6 more
glorious years in EOD, a great day for the EOD
community.

SSG Hood re-enlisting
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Scenes from KFOR 4A

Always on Point- PFC Schinsky and SPC Snow

CPT Carroll stopping by the Adjutant’s office for some additional
guidance

SGT Ounanian and SPC Severson keeping the vehicles running

SPC Peredo trying to gain some cool points

Editor in Chief
The Gila Adjutant


